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MONMOUTH COUNTY REGIONAL HEALTH COMMISSION NO. 1

1540 WEST PARK AVE., TINTON FALLS, NJ 07724
www.merhg.org

Michael Balka , MPH Mailing Address:

Health Officer 1540 West Park Ave.

Tel (732) 493-8520 Suite 1

Fax (732)493-9521 Ocean Twp., NJ 07712
RESOLUTION 2023- 44

IN SUPPORT OF LEGISLATION REINSTATING PUBLIC HEALTH PRIORITY FUNDING

WHEREAS, the Monmouth County Regional Fealth Commission No.1 provides public health services to
the Towns of Allenhurst, Brelle, Deal, Fair Haven, Intetlaken, Loch Arbout, Monmouth Beach, Rumson,
Sea Bright, Sea Girt, Spring Lake, and Spring Lake Hts., and;

WHEREAS, the Monmouth County Regional Health Commission No.1 has held and continues to hold a
position in support of providing increased sustained funding to local public health, and;

WHEREAS, Public Health Priority Funding, although statutorily required, has not been provided to local
public health departments sioce 2011, and;

WHEREAS, on May 9, 2022 the Senate referred Bill No. 2413 requiting minimurm annual State
approptiation of §10 million for Public Health Priosity Funding to the Senate Health, Human Services and
Seniot Citizens Comiittee for consideration, and; '

WHEREAS, on Junc 2, 2022 the Assembly referred Bill No. 4115 to the Assembly Health Committee for
consideration, and;

WHEREAS, the Trust for America’s Health recognizes that public health has been chronically
underfunded’,-and;

WHEREAS, emergency funding is not sufficient to address sysiem weaknesses created by chronic
underfunding, and;

WHEREAS, the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation reports that 71% of the public supposts increased
funding to public health?, and;




WHEREAS, the American Public Health Association states that every 10% increase in funding for public
health programs has the potential to reduce deaths due to largely preventable causes by up to 7%? and;

WHEREAS, it is estimated by America’s Health Rankings that there is a savings of $5.60 for every §1
invested in public health?, and;

WHEREAS, the vast majotity of local public health departments in New Jersey are funded almost entirely
by local funds, and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE I'T RESOLVED, that the Monmouth County Regional Health Commission
No.l, County of Monmouth, State of New Jersey, fully supports the proposed legislation and urges the
legislature to pass the bills prompily.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon passage by the New Jetsey State Legislatute that the
Monmouth County Regional Health Commission No.1 urges the Governor to sign the bill into law
promptly.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that a copy of this tesolution be forwarded to the Office of the
Governot of the State of New Jersey, the State Legislators representing the Towns of Allenhurst, Brielle,
Deal, Fair Haven, Interlaken, Loch Arbour, Monmouth Beach, Rumson, Sea Btight, Sea Gitt, Spring Lake
and Spring Lake Heights, the Speaker of the New Jersey General Assembly, the President of the New Jersey
State Senate, the Senate Health, Human Services and Senior Citizens Committee, the Assembly Health
Committee, and the Commissioner of the New Jersey Department of Health,
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